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Course Description
World Geography is a one-semester college-prep course designed to introduce students to basic geographic concepts. The course will include some physical geography, but will primarily focus on the human geography of various world regions.    
Classroom Behavior, Routines, and Procedures
· Be in class, in your seat (or on your way) when the bell rings to avoid a tardy; avoid packing up early unless I tell you to do so, as most days we will work bell-to-bell.
· No food or drink (except water).
· Restroom breaks are highly discouraged during class except for emergencies – please plan accordingly.
· All students are expected to be respectful to the teacher and their peers at all times – those who do not can expect fair, consistent, and natural disciplinary consequences for their inappropriate actions or attitudes.

Classroom Discussions
· During class discussions (whole-class, pair-share, small group), one person speaks at a time (either myself or other students); avoid side conversations and/or interruptions.

· Active engagement is essential for success in this class – speak up, take notes, and ask questions.
Device Policy
I employ a bring-your-own-device policy since my classroom isn’t equipped with Chromebooks. Students will use their own smartphones (or a device provided by the teacher) to take online quizzes and engage in whole-class discussion. Students are expected to follow these guidelines to ensure their phones are only used as a learning tool in my classroom:
· Keep your phone on silent mode, face-down on your desk until I direct you to use them.
· If you enter class and I have log-in information projected, log in immediately while I take roll; after logging in, put your phone face down until I begin the lesson.
· Always keep your phone flat on the desk while taking online quizzes and typing responses for whole-class discussion.
· Failure to comply with this policy may result in the phone being confiscated until the end of the day and possible detentions and referrals.
Required Materials

· Pen or pencil

· Loose binder paper or a notebook (composition or spiral) for reading notes.

· Medium-sized binder to organize unit planners (KBATS), notes, map work, graded written work, and other class assignments.

Typical Assignments
· Textbook reading and notes: students are expected to read and take notes on the assigned pages from the textbook using the unit planner (KBAT) as a guide – students are expected to supplement their notes during in-class discussions.

· Reading quizzes: quizzes will constitute questions taken directly from the textbook for the previous night’s reading. Some of these may be graded, but the primary purpose is to generate discussion and check for understanding. (reading schedule can be found on Mr. Mayfield’s website)
· Other quizzes: vocabulary and group quizzes will be given on a regular basis to reinforce essential concepts and foster collaborative learning.
· In-class activities: these may consist of mapping activities, reading case study articles, watching short videos, and various writing activities relevant to the current unit of study. Some of these may be graded, others may not. 
· Unit tests: a cumulative test will be given every 2-3 weeks, consisting of multiple choice, short answer, and mapping questions; separate map tests will be given for each unit as well.
Test/Quiz Retakes
· Test retakes are offered for all interested students – these usually take place during lunch about a week after the original test.

· If a student earns a higher grade on their end of the unit test, I will raise your lower quiz scores from the same unit (only applies to individual reading quizzes).
Grading

Grades are calculated by the relative weight given to each category, not simply by adding up a student’s points for the class and dividing by the number possible. Typically, only some students earn A’s, most earn B’s or C’s, and a few may even earn D’s, or F’s. 
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Disclaimer

The teacher reserves the sole and complete right to modify this syllabus at any time and in any way he sees fit. Minor syllabus modifications often happen during the school year. However, any changes will be made for the good of the class and announced as soon as possible.

Class Website/Apps
Please refer to my class website for more information about the class and other helpful resources.

Mr. Mayfield

Email: rmayfield@sjcoe.net
Website: rmayfield.weebly.com
RETURN THIS TO MR. MAYFIELD

I have read, understood, and will abide by all of the provisions of the entire AP Human Geography syllabus.

Student Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Student Signature: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Parent Signature: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________
