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Analyzing Authors’ Claims
Read the debate about the U.S. Supreme Court on p. 22, then follow the directions below to analyze each  

author’s claims and decide who makes a stronger case.

AUTHOR: Larry Kramer
Former Dean, Stanford Law School

AUTHOR: Ilya Somin
Professor of Law, George Mason University School of Law

Author’s main claim or argument in the debate: Author’s main claim or argument in the debate:

REASON 1: Name a reason the author gives for this claim.

List evidence the author gives to support Reason 1.

REASON 1: Name a reason the author gives for this claim.

List evidence the author gives to support Reason 1.

REASON 2: Name another reason the author presents.

List evidence the author gives to support Reason 2. 

REASON 2: Name another reason the author presents.

List evidence the author gives to support Reason 2. 

REASON 3: Name a third reason the author presents.

List evidence the author gives to support Reason 3.

REASON 3: Name a third reason the author presents.

List evidence the author gives to support Reason 3.

What persuasive device(s) does the author use? 

___ Appeals to emotions

___ Uses data or scholarly research

___ Tells why the other side’s argument is weak

___ Other:  

What persuasive device(s) does the author use? 

___ Appeals to emotions

___ Uses data or scholarly research 

___ Tells why the other side’s argument is weak

___ Other:  

EVALUATE: Which author do you think makes his case more effectively? Do you spot any weaknesses—like a bias or 

missing information—in either argument? Explain on a separate sheet of paper.

Us
es

: c
op

y 
m

ac
hi

ne
, o

pa
qu

e 
pr

oj
ec

to
r, 

or
 tr

an
sp

ar
en

cy
 m

as
te

r f
or

 o
ve

rh
ea

d 
pr

oj
ec

to
r. 

Sc
ho

la
st

ic
 In

c.
 g

ra
nt

s 
te

ac
he

r-
su

bs
cr

ib
er

s 
to

 T
he

 N
ew

 Y
or

k 
Tim

es
 U

pf
ro

nt
 p

er
m

is
si

on
 to

 re
pr

od
uc

e 
th

is
 S

ki
lls

 S
he

et
 fo

r u
se

 in
 th

ei
r c

la
ss

ro
om

s. 
©

20
15

 b
y 

Sc
ho

la
st

ic
 In

c.
 A

ll 
rig

ht
s 

re
se

rv
ed

.

For use with “Is the Supreme Court Too Powerful?” on p. 22 of the magazineANALYZE & EVALUATE CLAIMS
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