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Course Description
The topics of this course include the creation and development of the United States government and the functions and processes of government today. The course is divided into six broad topics:
· Constitutional Underpinnings of United States Government

· Political Beliefs and Behaviors

· Political Parties, Interest Groups, and Mass Media

· Institutions of National Government

· Public Policy

· Civil Rights and Civil Liberties

AP Government & Politics is meant to be a college-level course taught in high school. As a result, only highly-motivated  and disciplined students are likely to succeed in this course and on the exam. Even though good attendance and completing coursework are essential to success, they are not enough. Students will have to demonstrate their mastery of essential skills and content on college-level exams and essays. Many students may struggle at first as they adjust to the work load, expectations, and pace. Students involved in extracurricular activities, taking multiple AP classes, and/or who are employed needs to make sure they have enough time and discipline to manage all of their commitments successfully.
Student Behavior & Expectations

Punctuality and excellent attendance are required and necessary to succeed in this class. All students are expected to behave in a manner appropriate to a college setting. Those who do not can expect fair, consistent, and natural disciplinary consequences for their inappropriate actions or attitudes. No food or drink, except water, may be consumed in the classroom without permission.

Coursework & Procedures
Homework: textbook reading and Cornell notes will be assigned most nights for homework. Students are expected to follow the reading schedule on my website and be prepared to participate during class discussions and activities. Cornell notes will be collected randomly throughout the unit without warning.
Daily Quizzes: most days we will begin class with an ungraded reading quiz based on the previous night’s reading assignment. We will use the data from the quizzes to generate class discussion and answer questions.
Vocabulary Quizzes: in most cases, one vocabulary quiz will be assigned per unit. Students will be expected to demonstrate mastery of key terms by being able to write out the term and definition from memory. 
Multiple-Choice Tests: an AP-styled multiple-choice exam will be given to students every 2-3 weeks. All students will have the option to re-take these exams for a higher grade as long as they follow test re-take procedures.
Free-Response Questions: AP-styled free-response questions (FRQs) will be practiced on a regular basis in class and periodically assigned as a graded test. Students will have opportunities to re-take graded FRQ tests as long as they follow re-take procedures.

In-Class Activities: in addition to regular reading quizzes (ungraded) and class discussions, students will be expected to participate in a variety of in-class activities. Although many of these activities will be ungraded, they serve as essential practice to assist students in mastering key concepts for each unit.  

Grading

Grades are calculated by the relative weight given to each category, not simply by adding up a student’s points for the class and dividing by the number possible. Typically, only some students earn A’s, most earn B’s or C’s, and a few may even earn D’s, or F’s. 

Grading Scale




Categories
90%–100%
A



Multiple Choice Tests



30%

80%–89%

B



FRQ Tests






25%

70%–79%

C



Vocabulary Quizzes



25%

60%–69%

D

Cornell Notes


       10%
0%–59%

F



Final







10%




Late Work: late work will be accepted with penalty of half credit and must be turned in by the end of the current unit.
“The Deal”: students who receive an AP-equivalent passing score on the first and/or second semester final will have their semester’s letter grade raised based on a pre-determined formula. (Only students who take the AP Exam in May are eligible for “The Deal.”)
Disclaimer

The teacher reserves the sole and complete right to modify this syllabus at any time and in any way he sees fit. Minor syllabus modifications often happen during the school year. However, any changes will be made for the good of the class and announced as soon as possible.

AP Government & Politics Syllabus Summary
· AP Government is as hard as, or harder than a typical college government class.

· AP Government students will read an entire college textbook by mid-April.

· Most students do not earn an “A” in an AP course. However, AP students are given an extra grade point per district policy for G.P.A. calculation. (only 1st semester)
· Only students who are highly-motivated and disciplined will do well.
· Most work done in class is ungraded, and most of a student’s grade is comprised of scores from multiple-choice tests, FRQ tests, and vocabulary quizzes.

· Re-takes will be allowed for all graded assessments as long as students follow re-take procedures.
· All students enrolled in AP Government are encouraged to take the AP Exam in May 2018.
· Students and/or parents can check the AP policies for individual colleges and universities at: 

https://apscore.collegeboard.org/creditandplacement/search-credit-policies

This summary is meant to highlight some of the key points from the syllabus about the course. Please read the entire syllabus for more details about AP Human Geography.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read, understood, and will abide by all of the provisions of the entire AP Human Geography syllabus.

________________________
______

_________________________

________________________



          (student name)


   (student signature)


   (parent signature)

