2016-2017 AP Government & Politics Student Syllabus

Course Description

Advanced Placement Government & Politics is meant to be a college-level course taught in high school. 
As a result, only bright, motivated, and disciplined students are likely to succeed in this course and on the exam. Even though good attendance and completing coursework are essential to success, they are not enough. Students will have to demonstrate their mastery of essential skills and content on college-level exams and essays. This will require a level of hard work and study that is new to many “honors” students. Many students may struggle at first as they adjust to the work load, expectations, and pace. Students involved in extracurricular activities, taking multiple AP classes, and/or who are employed needs to make sure they have enough time and discipline to manage all of their commitments successfully.
The AP Government & Politics Exam
The AP Government & Politics exam, administered on May 4, 2017, is 2 hours and 25 minutes long. Half of the exam is a 45 minute, 60 question multiple choice section covering the following topics with approximate percentages of questions asked:

· Constitutional Underpinnings of United States Government….
(5-15%)

· Political Beliefs and Behaviors……………………………….. 
(10-20%)

· Political Parties, Interest Groups, and Mass Media…………… 
(10-20%)

· Institutions of National Government: The Congress,

Presidency, Bureaucracy, and the Federal Courts……………..
(35-45%)

· Public Policy…………………………………………………...
(5-15%)

· Civil Rights and Civil Liberties………………………………..
(5-15%)

The other half of the exam is a 100 minute essay section. Students are required to answer four free-response questions that test students in some combination of the six major categories outlined above.
The AP Government & Politics exam is graded on a five point scale. Generally, most public universities award credit or placement to students who earn a 3 or higher while many private colleges require a score of 4 or higher. However, since each school is free to set its own policy, students need to check the specific policies of the institutions they are interested in attending. Here are several examples:
	School
	Score Accepted
	Units Given

	CSU Stanislaus
	3 or higher
	3 units

	UCLA
	3 or higher
	9 units

	CSU Chico
	3 or higher
	3 units

	USC
	4 or higher
	4 units


Search other schools at: https://apscore.collegeboard.org/creditandplacement/search-credit-policies
Academic Objectives
· Students will be prepared for the Advanced Placement Government & Politics Exam.
· Students will be able to explain the fundamental principles and moral values of American democracy as expressed in the U.S. Constitution.
· Students will be able to evaluate and take/defend positions on the scope and limits of rights and obligations as democratic citizens, the relationships among them, and how they are secured.
· Students will learn how to analyze the unique roles and responsibilities of the three branches of government as established by the U.S. Constitution.
· Students will become familiar with landmark U.S. Supreme Court interpretations of the Constitution and its amendments.
· Students will evaluate issues regarding campaigns for national, state, and local elective offices.
· Students will evaluate and take/defend positions on the influence of the media on American political life.
· Students will be able to express themselves with clarity and precision and know how to cite sources and credit the phrases and ideas of others.
· Students will learn test-taking skills, including how to successfully take timed exams.
· Students will learn to take notes from both printed materials and lectures.

Student Behavior & Expectations
Punctuality and excellent attendance are required and necessary to succeed in this class. Therefore, Ripon High’s attendance policy will be strictly enforced. Specifically, students are allowed only the number of days they were absent to make-up any work missed. 
All students are expected to behave in a manner appropriate to a college setting. Those who do not can expect fair, consistent, and natural disciplinary consequences for their inappropriate actions or attitudes. No food or drink, except water, may be consumed in the classroom without permission.

Grading
Grades are calculated by the relative weight given to each category, not simply by adding up a student’s points for the class and dividing by the number possible. Only some students earn A’s, most students earn B’s or C’s, and a few may even earn D’s or F’s. 
Grading Scale




Categories (approximate %)
90-100%

A




Tests & FRQs...……………………..30%
80-89%

B




Quizzes..…………………………….
35%
70-79%

C




Coursework………….……………...
20%

60-69%

D




Final Exam.…………………………15%





0-59%


F





“The Deal”— Students who receive an AP-equivalent passing score on the first and/or second semester final will have their semester’s letter grade raised based on a pre-determined formula. (Only students who take the AP Exam in May are eligible for “The Deal.”)
Free Response Questions (FRQs)—Half of the AP Exam requires students to answer four Free-Response Questions (FRQs). Therefore, considerable time will be spent learning and practicing how to write effectively. Specific FRQ guidelines and expectations will be handed out at a later date. Those FRQ guidelines must be carefully followed. It is anticipated that all FRQs will be in class “timed writes.” 
Chapter Tests—Chapter tests on the reading material will be given regularly. It is expected that you will keep up with the reading on a daily basis.  Chapter tests will resemble AP-style multiple-choice questions. Some chapter tests will be cumulative to encourage students to master key concepts throughout the year.
Daily Reading Quizzes/Vocabulary Quizzes—In addition to chapter tests, daily reading & vocabulary quizzes will also be assigned on a regular basis. Most vocabulary quizzes will be cumulative to encourage students to master key concepts throughout the year.
Assignments—Students will receive various other assignments, such as current events, discussion questions, primary source readings, etc. Students will usually receive either full, half, or no credit for these assignments depending on the quality of their work. 
Final Exam—All students will take a cumulative final exam at the end of the first semester. A second semester final exam will be given shortly before the AP exam in May. 
Late Work—Late work may be submitted for a maximum of half-credit.
Miscellaneous:

Spring Review Sessions—Spring review sessions and study sessions outside class are for your benefit.  Your grade in the course will not be affected because of non-attendance.  However, you should know that the material covered at the sessions could appear on the AP examination.  Times and dates will be announced well in advance of the review sessions.
Disclaimer—The teacher reserves the sole and complete right to modify this syllabus at any time and in anyway he sees fit. Minor syllabus modifications often happen during the school year. However, any changes will be made for the good of the class and announced as soon as possible.
Email Address:
rmayfield@sjcoe.net 
AP Government & Politics Syllabus Summary
· AP Government & Politics is as hard as or harder than a typical college government class.
· AP Government & Politics students will read an entire college textbook by mid-April.
· Students will learn much more in an AP class than any regular class.
· Students who take AP classes usually do much better in college. 
· All students enrolled in AP Government & Politics are encouraged to take the AP Exam in May 2017.
· Students and/or parents can check the AP policies for individual colleges and universities at: https://apscore.collegeboard.org/creditandplacement/search-credit-policies
This summary is meant to highlight some of the key points from the syllabus about the course. Please read the entire syllabus for more details about AP Government & Politics.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read, understood, and will abide by all of the provisions of the entire A.P. Government & Politics syllabus.

__________________
______
____________________
_______________________
(student name)


(period)
(student signature)


(parent signature)
